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their marriage. Whenever Sully's name is men-
tioned in his memoirs we must be on our guard
against his mendacious self-esteem, and everything
he tells us about Gabrielle d1 Estrees is to be received
with caution. He hated her, because he believed
that but for her he might be the all powerful favour-
ite and adviser of his Prince, and his hatred was
inflamed by all the rancour which a man morbidly
vain and wanting in generosity naturally felt towards
one whose favours he had repaid by ingratitude.
He also wishes to pose as the author of all good, the
opponent of everything injurious to king or kingdom.
Therefore he would have us believe, that it was he
who brought about the King's divorce, he who dis-
suaded his master from marrying Gabrielle. Nay,
he apparently wishes to insinuate that he did not
shrink from complicity in a plot to murder a woman
whose influence might be so fatal to the country.
Throughout that prodigious monument of senile
garrulity the Economies Royales, the ex-minister,
to exaggerate his own importance and familiarity
with the King, forges and falsifies letters and other
documents; and'he is scarcely less anxious to de-
preciate the merits and influence of others than he is
to exalt his own. The services of Sancy, Villeroy,
Jeannin, De Thou, of all the most trusted of the
King*s advisers are ignored, their errors or failings
exaggerated. But the great reputation of Du Plessis-
Mornay, his lofty character, his credit with the King,
made him the special mark of Sully's envious malig-
nity. The most artful malevolence sought in vain to
detect a flaw in Mornay's integrity, but the tempta-